Children’s Worship

March 11, 2007 & February 28, 2010

Scripture: Luke 13:6-9

Bible Story: Living a Fruitful Life
All times are approximate.  Please be flexible with the story and with the children.

10:30-10:40
Gathering Time

Gather the children from Fellowship and proceed to your room.  Ask the children to gather in a circle.  Share with each other what has happened in your lives this past week.  Listen to all stories but do not let one child monopolize the time.  Everyone who wants to share should get to.  Pass the collection basket around.  When all are finished, offer a prayer for all of these things.

10:40-10:55
Tell the Story

Ask the children to sit quietly while you gather the story supplies.  These will be on the shelf. (unless you have taken them home earlier to practice)  Join the children in the circle.

Read or have one of the children read the scripture for today. (Luke 13:6-9)  Our scripture this morning talks about fig trees but figs are kind of hard to come by this time of year so we are going to use apples as our object because apples grow on trees similar to figs.

Apples not only taste good but they are good for you.  They are fat-free, salt-free, and a good source of vitamins.  Did you know there are over 7500 different types of apples in the world?

There are lots of different ways to enjoy apples.  For example, you might like apple juice or apple cider.  Some of you might even take applesauce in your lunch to school.  Have you ever had apple butter on your toast in the morning?  Apple slices dipped in caramel are delicious.  And everyone loves apple pie!  

Of course, you know that apples grow on trees.  What would you do if you planted an apple tree in your garden, watered it, and took care of it and it never produced apples?  It wouldn’t do you much good would it? 

In today’s story, Jesus told a story about a man who had a fig tree that didn’t produce any figs.  He waited 3 years to get figs and still didn’t have any.  So he went to the gardener and told him to cut it down.  The gardener asked to give him one more year.  He would dig around the roots and work in some fertilizer. The owner agreed, and the next year the tree had figs.  

In telling this story, Jesus was talking about God and us.  God planted us here and expects us to produce good fruit.  What are some of those fruits that God might expect?  (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  gentleness)  When he doesn’t see us with these fruits, then he is disappointed, much like we would be if our apple tree never had any apples.  But he is willing to give us another chance.  Jesus wants to care for us and help us to show the kind of fruit that God wants us to be.  If we trust him, read the bible and pray—he will help us produce good fruit. 

10:55-11:05
Responding to God’s Word

Together with the Big Kids’ worship class, the children will create a tree on the bulletin board by the kitchen.  Each child should trace around their hands, cut them out and then staple them to the tree trunk on the bulletin board.  Then may color the picture of the apple tree if they have time. 

11:05-11:10

Clean up

Children put items away that they have been using.

11:10-11:20

Feast


Today’s feast will be apple slices. 

Gather the children back into the circle.  Read to them the scripture from the Children’s Bible.  Pass around the napkins so each child can make a table in front of them.  Then pass out the “feast”.  (This will probably be crackers and juice of some sort.  It will already be on the shelf in the room for your convenience.)  You may talk to the children about Jesus gathering with his friends, the Disciples, in sharing a meal.  And like friends and family we share stories at meals.  This is an excellent opportunity for the children to interact with each other.  

11:20-11:30
Clean up and Singing Praises

When all have finished, have each place their napkin and cup in the trash.  There will be CD’s available for you to play and sing until their parents arrive to collect them.  Please do not be worried that you may not be the best singer in the world.  Children don’t care and God said to make a joyful noise.  Have fun with it.  When the parents come to collect the children, let them know that you were glad they were here today and hope to see them next week.

Materials needed:  bible, apples, knife, coloring picture, construction paper, pencils, scissors

References:  www.sermons4kids.com
