Children’s Worship

January 28, 2007 & January 31, 2010

Scripture: I Corinthians 13:4-8

Bible Story: God’s love is forever
All times are approximate.  Please be flexible with the story and with the children.

10:30-10:40
Gathering Time

Gather the children from Fellowship and proceed to your room.  Ask the children to gather in a circle.  Share with each other what has happened in your lives this past week.  Listen to all stories but do not let one child monopolize the time.  Everyone who wants to share should get to.  Pass the collection basket around.  When all are finished, offer a prayer for all of these things.

10:40-10:55
Tell the Story

Ask the children to sit quietly while you gather the story supplies.  These will be on the shelf. (unless you have taken them home earlier to practice)  Join the children in the circle.

Turn out the lights and have the children gather around the table.  

“Sometimes we have problems and worries that make us feel like we are in the dark.  We may even feel like no one loves us or cares about us.  Have you ever felt that way?”  Encourage the children to talk about times when they have had worries or fears that them feel unloved or alone.  

“Let’s read from the bible and see what the bible has to say about God’s love and how it can help us when have worries or problems.”  Read or have one of the good readers read the scripture reading for today.  

“Paul wrote this letter to some of his friends who he knew were having some problems and some worries.  He wanted them to know that God’s love is always there, in the good times and the bad times, and whether we are happy or sad.”

10:55-11:05
Responding to God’s Word

Turn the lights back on.  Hand each child a sheet of blue construction paper.  Challenge the children to think of their greatest worries or fears and to draw them or write them on the paper.  When they have finished drawing or writing, show them how to use the pushpins to poke holes along the lines that they have drawn or written.  After they have finished poking the holes, turn out the lights and turn on the lamp.  

“We can think of God’s love like a bright light.  His love shines through the darkest problems or fears we have.”  Have the children take turns holding their paper up to the lamp and letting the light shine through the holes.  

“Can you see God’s light shining through?  That’s because god’s love is never-ending.

11:05-11:10

Clean up

Children put items away that they have been using.

11:10-11:20

Feast

Gather the children back into the circle.  Pass around the napkins so each child can make a table in front of them.  Then pass out the “feast”.  (This will probably be crackers and juice of some sort.  It will already be on the shelf in the room for your convenience.)  You may talk to the children about Jesus gathering with his friends, the Disciples, in sharing a meal.  And like friends and family we share stories at meals.  This is an excellent opportunity for the children to interact with each other.  

11:20-11:30
Clean up and Singing Praises

When all have finished, have each place their napkin and cup in the trash.  There will be CD’s available for you to play and sing until their parents arrive to collect them.  Please do not be worried that you may not be the best singer in the world.  Children don’t care and God said to make a joyful noise.  Have fun with it.  When the parents come to collect the children, let them know that you were glad they were here today and hope to see them next week.

Materials needed:  lamp, blue construction paper, push pins, bible, pencils

References:  The Children’s Worker’s Encyclopedia of Bible-Teaching Ideas,  New Testament.  Group Publishing, 1997.

