Children’s Worship – Lectionary Year B

January 14, 2007 & January 17, 2010

Scripture: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Bible Story: Jesus’ Baptism
All times are approximate.  Please be flexible with the story and with the children.

10:30-10:40
Gathering Time

Gather the children from Fellowship and proceed to your room.  Ask the children to gather in a circle.  Share with each other what has happened in your lives this past week.  Listen to all stories but do not let one child monopolize the time.  Everyone who wants to share should get to.  Pass the collection basket around.  When all are finished, offer a prayer for all of these things.

10:40-10:55
Tell the Story
Supplies will be in the room (unless you have taken them home earlier to practice) 

Today we are going to play a game called Higgledy Piggledy Needs a Bath.  The object of the game is to decide if Higgledy Piggledy is dirty on the outside or the inside.

Show the children the clean, clear water inside Higgledy Piggledy and tell them that this water represents her insides. 

· Have the children line up in a single line behind a designated spot in the room

· Place Higgledy Piggledy across the room with 

· A container of mud and a sponge

· Assorted food colors

Now read one of the scenarios attached.  The kids must decide if Higgledy Piggledy’s action made her dirty on the outside or the inside.  Then direct the first child in line to run to the doll and apply dirt to either her outside or her inside.  The child runs back to the end of the line and the teacher will read another scenario, with the children deciding inside or outside and then next child going to the doll and apply dirt as they think appropriate.  After everyone has had a turn, gather around the table, bring Higgledy Piggledy over to the table and talk about the following questions:

· Higgledy Piggledy is really dirty isn’t she?

· What can she do to get clean on the outside?

· Take a bowl and clean sponge and let them clean Higgledy Piggledy’s outside.

· What can she do to get clean on the inside?

· There’s really nothing she can do to get clean on the inside.  Only God can make us clean on the inside.

What kinds of things did she do to get so dirty on the inside?


Was mean to her brother


Told a lie


Mean to her friends


Disobeyed her mom

When we do wrong things are we anxious to tell others what we did?


Not usually, sometimes we try to blame others or keep it a secret

We can’t make ourselves clean on the inside, only God can do that.  When we ask Jesus for forgiveness for all the wrong thins that we do, he forgives us!  Baptism is like a picture of how God makes us clean on the inside.  What do you know about baptism?  Help them along with these answers if needed.  Today we are going to hear a story about a baptism.   (Using the story pieces tell the story of Jesus baptism)  

11:10-11:20

Feast

Gather the children back into the circle.  Read to them the scripture from the Children’s Bible.  Pass around the napkins so each child can make a table in front of them.  Then pass out the “feast”.  (This will probably be crackers and juice of some sort.  It will already be on the shelf in the room for your convenience.)  You may talk to the children about Jesus gathering with his friends, the Disciples, in sharing a meal.  And like friends and family we share stories at meals.  This is an excellent opportunity for the children to interact with each other.  

11:20-11:30
Clean up and Singing Praises

When all have finished, have each place their napkin and cup in the trash.  There will be CD’s available for you to play and sing until their parents arrive to collect them.  Please do not be worried that you may not be the best singer in the world.  Children don’t care and God said to make a joyful noise.  Have fun with it.  When the parents come to collect the children, let them know that you were glad they were here today and hope to see them next week.

Materials needed:  bible, Higgledy Piggledy, mud, food coloring, 2 sponges, basin of water, story pieces

References:  www.edupatterns.com/lesson_31.htm
List of Scenarios

· Higgledy Piggledy was playing tag and she slipped and fell in the mud
· Higgledy Piggledy was mad at her brother so she took his favorite toy and broke it
· Higgledy Piggledy and her friends were rolling down a hill and got grass stains and dirt all over them
· Higgledy Piggledy and her friends made a neat hideout under some bushes.  But to get into it they had to crawl through branches and sit on the dirt ground
· Higgledy Piggledy and her friend didn’t want to play with another girl, so they hid when they saw her
· Higgledy Piggledy and her friends played all afternoon in the creek digging in the mud to find pretty stones and trying to catch minnows and tadpoles
· Mother said that Higgledy Piggledy must play in her yard today, but when mother wasn’t looking, she snuck over to her friend’s house
· Higgledy Piggledy told a lie about her brother so that he would get in trouble
· Add more if you need so that every child gets a chance to dirty Higgledy Piggledy
