Children’s Worship – Lectionary Year B

January 7, 2007 & January 10, 2010

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-13

Bible Story: Herod the Grinch
All times are approximate.  Please be flexible with the story and with the children.

10:30-10:40
Gathering Time

Gather the children from Fellowship and proceed to your room.  Ask the children to gather in a circle.  Share with each other what has happened in your lives this past week.  Listen to all stories but do not let one child monopolize the time.  Everyone who wants to share should get to.  Pass the collection basket around.  When all are finished, offer a prayer for all of these things.

10:40-11:10
Tell the Story

Ask the children to sit quietly while you gather the story supplies.  These will be on the shelf. (unless you have taken them home earlier to practice)  Join the children in the circle.

Read “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” to the children.  Why didn’t the Grinch’s plan work? (Because the people of Whoville knew that the real joy of Christmas does not come from presents, decorations and food – it comes from a heart filled with love.

The story of “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” is not a true story, but this morning we want to talk about a real Grinch who tried to steal Christmas.  In fact, he tried to steal the first Christmas.  This Grinch was King Herod.

Read the Scripture reading to the children.  Herod really didn’t want to go and worship the baby Jesus, did he?  Why do you suppose that was?  Maybe his heart was too small.  Or maybe he was selfish and Herod thought Jesus would become more popular than him and take over his kingdom.  Well, I’m really glad his plan didn’t work, aren’t you?  From the very first Christmas, “Grinches” have been trying to steal the joy of Christmas.  Even today, there might be some “Grinches” out there trying to steal your Christmas joy.  But it won’t work unless your heart is too small.  Make sure your heart is big enough to share the love and joy of Christmas with everyone you meet – not just at Christmas time – but all through the year.

Prayer:  Thank you God for the joy that Jesus brings.  Help us to share that joy with everyone we meet.  Amen.

11:10-11:20

Feast

Gather the children back into the circle.  Pass around the napkins so each child can make a table in front of them.  Then pass out the “feast”.  (This will probably be crackers and juice of some sort.  It will already be on the shelf in the room for your convenience.)  You may talk to the children about Jesus gathering with his friends, the Disciples, in sharing a meal.  And like friends and family we share stories at meals.  This is an excellent opportunity for the children to interact with each other.  

11:20-11:30
Clean up and Singing Praises

When all have finished, have each place their napkin and cup in the trash.  There will be CD’s available for you to play and sing until their parents arrive to collect them.  Please do not be worried that you may not be the best singer in the world.  Children don’t care and God said to make a joyful noise.  Have fun with it.  When the parents come to collect the children, let them know that you were glad they were here today and hope to see them next week.

Materials needed:  bible, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”, coloring page

References: www.sermons4kids.com
