Big Kids’ Worshi

January 28, 2007 & January 31, 2010

Scripture: Luke 4:21-30

Bible Story: Hometown Boy Makes Good

All times are approximate.  Please be flexible with the story and with the children.

10:30-10:40
Gathering Time

Gather the children from Fellowship and proceed to your room.  Ask the children to gather in a circle.  Share with each other what has happened in your lives this past week.  Listen to all stories but do not let one child monopolize the time.  Everyone who wants to share should get to. Share something of yourself also.   Pass the collection basket around.  When all are finished, offer a prayer for all of these things.

10:50-11:05
Tell the Story
(Supplies will be on the shelf.)

This is a picture of Del Ennis.  You probably have never heard of him.  He was a professional baseball player and was very good at his job.  During his career, he hit 288 home runs.  In 7 different seasons, he hit 25 or more.  

Del Ennis played for his hometown team—the Philadelphia Phillies.  Now you would think since he was such a good player and he was a hometown boy, that the fans would love him.  Nope.  During the 11 years that he played for the Phillies, the fans booed him every time he came up to bat.  It didn’t matter what he did, it was never good enough.  Del didn’t get it.  

Later, he moved to the St. Louis Cardinal.  Although he still loved his hometown team; the fans in St. Louis treated him much better.  Sometimes, it seems that a hometown boy or girl just can’t please the hometown crowd.  Can you think of any hometown people that may or may not have been welcomed in their hometown?

The bible story today is about another hometown boy, Jesus.  Where was Jesus from?  (Nazareth)  It might surprise you that Jesus was not well received in his hometown either.  One day, Jesus went to the temple in Nazareth and was asked to read from the prophet Isaiah.  When he had finished, he told the people that he was the one that Isaiah was talking about.  Everyone was quite impressed until someone recognized him and said, “Wait, isn’t that Joseph’s boy?”  Then they asked Jesus perform some miracles like they had heard he had done in other areas.  When he refused to put on a show for the people, they turned against him.  

That is not a very good way to treat a hometown boy, is it?  It seems that no matter what Jesus did, he couldn’t please the hometown crowd.  I wonder…. If you and I had lived in Nazareth during Jesus’ day, would we have treated him better or would we have gone along with the crowd?

11:10-11:20

Scripture Reading & Feast

Gather the children back into the circle. Read or have one of the youth read the scripture for today.  Talk to the children about Jesus gathering with his friends, the Disciples, sharing in a meal.  As Disciples of Christ, we gather at the communion table every week to remember that Jesus died for us.  This feast is a coming together in remembrance as a community of believers.  And like friends and family we share stories at meals.   This is an excellent opportunity for the children to interact with each other.   Pass around the napkins and the “feast”.  (This will probably be crackers and juice of some sort.  It will already be on the shelf in the room for your convenience)  

11:20-11:30
Clean up and Singing Praises

When all have finished, have each place their napkin and cup in the trash.  There will be CD’s available for you to play and sing until their parents arrive to collect them.  Please do not be worried that you may not be the best singer in the world.  God said to make a joyful noise.  Have fun with it.  This age children may or may not sing, but they will enjoy listening while they talk quietly.  
.

Materials needed:  Bible, picture of Del Ennis

References:  www.sermons4kids.com
