Big Kids’ Worship

January 7, 2007 & January 10, 2010

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12

Bible Story: The Visit of the Magi

All times are approximate.  Please be flexible with the story and with the children.

10:30-10:40
Gathering Time

Gather the children from Fellowship and proceed to your room.  Ask the children to gather in a circle.  Share with each other what has happened in your lives this past week.  Listen to all stories but do not let one child monopolize the time.  Everyone who wants to share should get to. Share something of yourself also.   Pass the collection basket around.  When all are finished, offer a prayer for all of these things.

10:50-11:05
Tell the Story
(Supplies will be on the shelf.)

Ask the youth to pretend that they are going on a long vacation.  Ask them what they need to take with them?  Ok, now pretend that you are taking this trip on the back of an elephant. What would that look and feel like?  How about a racehorse, a stalking tiger a jumping rabbit or a rocking camel?  Which would be the best ride for this long trip?

Read or have one of the youth read the scripture for today.  Look on the globe and trace the route the Wise Men took to get to Bethlehem.  Make note of the landscape along the route.  Now have the youth imagine that they are one of the wise men riding their camel to find the baby Jesus.  Reread the scripture to them while they are listening, have them think about what they would be smelling, hearing, seeing, feeling, maybe even tasting as the Wise Men.  After you have finished the scripture, hand out the paper and pencils.  Tell the youth that they are to write an article for their local paper, remembering that they are one of the Wise Men and describing all that they saw, heard, felt, smelled and tasted along their journey to find the Baby Jesus.  These could be posted on the bulletin board with the Giving Tree next to the kitchen. 

11:10-11:20

Scripture Reading & Feast

Gather the children back into the circle.  Talk to the children about Jesus gathering with his friends, the Disciples, sharing in a meal.  As Disciples of Christ, we gather at the communion table every week to remember that Jesus died for us.  This feast is a coming together in remembrance as a community of believers.  And like friends and family we share stories at meals.   This is an excellent opportunity for the children to interact with each other.   Pass around the napkins and the “feast”.  (This will probably be crackers and juice of some sort.  It will already be on the shelf in the room for your convenience)  

11:20-11:30
Clean up and Singing Praises

When all have finished, have each place their napkin and cup in the trash.  There will be CD’s available for you to play and sing until their parents arrive to collect them.  Please do not be worried that you may not be the best singer in the world.  God said to make a joyful noise.  Have fun with it.  This age children may or may not sing, but they will enjoy listening while they talk quietly.  
Materials needed: bible, paper, and pencils
